Richard Christ loves to travel alone. He experiences his travels by himself, not with others or with someone he can't avoid. The profession of writer implies^ however, exchange; the exchange of ideas with othr-rs. Travel letters (Reisebriefe) fulfill this need. The unknown becomes clear through c orrespond enc es. In letters to his publisher, a friend, hi 1 daughter and his former teacher, Christ relates his travel impressions of India, the USSR, Austria, the FR6 and Slovakia. He also reveals much of his past, relates places visited to his literary encounters and in general arouses one's desire to someday visit most of the places he describes. One of the great advantages of travel is learning to appreciate one's home. It is difficult for Richard Christ to leave on a trip. His reverence for his homeland offer*? the reader some interesting insights into life in the GDR by way af contrasts between the ERG, Austria and Cu^. His homesickness is expressed through the leitmotif of trying to find an acceptable beer in the various countries. His letters from India do not leave the reader with the desire to visit that country. Christ encounters difficulty, sickness and misery. In his letters from Austria, he comments on all the new influences not known at home: Karajan, Boulevardepress^, Gastarbeiter, Pornofilms, etc. He enjoys the visible history and art but deplores the student beggars.
In the USSR Christ enjoys the hospitality and marvels at the sport center at Medeo. In Cuba he is treated to baseball, Castro and the world of Hemingway , which he relives in vivid detail. In the Pfalz he, at last, locates his acceptable beer and the memories of his childhood and birthplace. The reader gains a good picture of his background. The final letter from Picst'any presents a view of life on a Kur. One wonders if the overwhelming nature of the Frankfurter Buchmasse made.Christ ripe for the treatment. He leaves the Kur in; good health and is ready to travel as soon as he overcomes the paradox of Reiselust when at home and Heimweh while traveling. Although he does not discuss his literary his reader's curiosity about a very diverse reader's curiosity about a very diverse world.
